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Whyrising star Gallumllott could be Britain’s hest-kept secret. By Rob Ladbrook

Ilott has moved to Prema this season
Ilott led the line for
Van Amersfoort team

hile Lando
Norrishas
followed the
FIA'ssingle-
seaterladder
inhiscareer
progression,
Callum Ilott has truly trodden his
own path.

One of theheadlinefactsof Ilott’s
racingcareer sofaristhathe’sonly ever
done one carracingevent on British soil
—hence why he’s probably the best
home-grown hope in F3that most know
almostnothingabout.

Almostall of Tlott’sracing career has
been played out in Europe, with
campaigns in German and world-level
karting paying dividends before amove
directly to Formula 3. That’snot the
FIA’s chosen career step, but it’salso
notaunique one.

Max Verstappen made a similar career
vault,and was even one of Ilott’skarting
rivalsat world level. And there are more
similarities between Ilott and therapid,
headline-making Dutchmantoo, such as
aRed Bulllink.

Tlott made the move to European F3on
the advice of Dr Helmut Marko, and
gained backing from its Junior Team
programme to do sofor2015. However,
unlike Verstappen, it didn’t quite work
outforIlott.

There’sbeennorapidriseto Formula1l
for the 18-year-old from Cambridge, but
whatthereisonthetableforIlottisa
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shiningchance towin this year’s EuroF3
crown and make himself a household
name. This year he will race for series
dominator Prema Powerteam, and will
be afavourite for the championship.

“IThavetowinitthisyear,if notit’sa
massive opportunity missed,” saysIlott.

“You always havetogointoeach year
thinkingthings will be bigger and better,
that’sgottobetheaim.Last yearIhad the
speed to win racesregularly, but the car
letmedown afew timesand theluck
wasn’tthere. This year really isahuge
opportunity forme.”

Tlott properly began to establish
himself in world motorsportlast
year when, in his second season of F3,
hefinished sixth in the European
Championship, winning two races with
the Van Amersfoortteam. Healsotook a
podium in the qualifyingracefor the
Macau GP.

Consideringhislack of carracing
experience prior, that wasa huge
achievement. Ilott only setfoot intoa
carforthefirsttimeinlate2014, witha
Formula Renault test, before he signed
todoEuro F3in 2015 with Carlin. A
warm-up in the Toyota Racing Series
helped, buthe still went intoa hugely
competitive seriesasatotal rookie.

Ilott acknowledges his career path
hasn’tbeen conventional, but argues
he wouldn’t have itany other way.

“Ididn’tdoalotof kartinginthe UK
because we always saw Europeasa
better option,” heexplains. “Atthetime
UK gridsin KF3 weren’t great, but the
formula was huge around Europe, so we
did the German championshipand then
moved into WSK [World Series Karting].

“Theplanchanged whenIhada
meeting with Dr Marko at the 2014
British Grand Prix,and he wanted me to
goforatest with Carlin. It was only my
second-ever goinacar,anditwasina

Formula 3, butI was quick straight away
sothe deal was done and Red Bull
supported me.

“IThadnoideawhatIwassteppinginto
atthetime.Ijustthought‘acar’sacar,
let’sgeton with it’. Whether it’s F3, F4 or
FormulaRenault, the gaps between them
aren’tthatbig. It’'sabout gettingthe
miles inandlearninghow to get the best
fromeachone.

“People say I've missed out by not doing
thingslike F4and FRenault, butIdon’t
agree. Thisyear will be interestingasI'm
racingagainst peoplelike Lando and
Mick Schumacher [German F4 graduate
and son of F1legend Michael] who have
followed the FIA ladder, so we can see
first-hand which route works best.

“ObviouslyI'vehad twoyearsin F3,sol
feelThave the edge. F3teaches youso
much, and it’saformof racingwhereit’s
alsoalotabout the carand youlearn how
much tiny changes can affect theentire
performance.I’ve also been up against
thebest driversforthelasttwo years,and
I'velearned from them.I was constantly
being pushed asI was chasingtimesand
building up my experience.

“In F3experience ishuge. It’srelatively
easy tobe within asecond of someone,
butfindingthoselastfew tenthsis so
tough. Youhavetolearn whentotrustthe
car,when it’s goingto step outand when
it’sactually slidingor when it’sjust the
feeling of suspension movement. If I
coulddoitallagainI’d still choose that over
winning F4titles, the only thingI've missed
outonarethe FIA's Superlicence points.”

Ilott feels ready for this year, and to
putthelessonshe’slearnt into good
use. During his first year at Carlin he
took tips from driverslike Antonio
Giovinazziand Jake Dennis. Last year
heledtheline for Van Amersfoort,
finishing over 60 points clear of the
team’s next-best driver.

“Iwas happy with my performance last
year, butIThad two engine failures at key
rounds and the team had as many
problems with my car alone as any other
team would have across four!” adds Ilott.

“Over thefirst half of theyearIhad
more pointsthan all of my team-mates
combined, soIwassettingthe
benchmarkalotof thetime. Without the
problemsIcould havefinished third in
the championship quite easily,and I have
tobuild onthatthisyear.”

Thenextstep is winning European F3,
even witharaftof talented newcomers
comingin. But where then?

Tlott’sfracture from Red Bull’s Junior
Team programme at the end of 2015
raised eyebrows, buthe never
questioned his own ability.

“The Red Bull deal made me put
pressureonmyself,” headds. “Iwas
always thinking ‘amIdoing well
enough?’ atevery eventand not knowing
exactly wherelIstood with things. You
really think about italot when youhave a
brandlike thatbehind you.Inawayit’s
cleverasit pushes youon, butIrelaxeda
lotmorelast year with Van Amersfoort
[without Red Bull backing]and that
madeadifference.

“Realistically, I'm notfunded for F1.
With Red Bull behind meImight have
been, butI know my chances of making it
thereare incredibly slim, soI have tolook
atother options. Winning F3 would
hopefully open alot of doorsinthatrespect.

“It’'sfunny when you see driverslike
Max [Verstappen] move uplike he has.
WhenIraced againsthim inkartinghe
wasthatbit older and more experienced,
buteven then everybody knew he was
goingtomake it. He’s won in pretty much
every championship he’sdone, so it’snot
likehedoesn’tdeserveit. It’'sjustupto
metomake my own way and see what
opportunitiesI can makefor myself.” B

Callum Ilott
Age: 18 From: Cambridge
2017:FIAF3 European
Championship with Prema
Powerteam

2016: FIA F3 European
Championship with Van
Amersfoort Racing — sixth,
two wins

2015: FIA F3 European
Championship with Carlin,
12th, one podium

2014: CIK-FIA European KF
Championship, champion;
WSK Super Masters Series
KF, champion; WSK
Champions Cup, third
2013: WSKFinal Cup,
champion

2012: CIK-FIA KF3 World
Cup, second; WSK Euro
Series KF3, second; WSK
Masters Series KF3,
champion; WSK Final Cup
KF3, champion

2011: German Junior Kart
Championship, third;
Formula Kart Stars KF3,
champion

2010: Copa Campeones
Trophy Cadet, third; Super
One Cadets
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Tlott cleaned up in KF3




